The response to varied timing and spacing of tetanus toxoid administration in pregnancy.
One hundred and sixty-eight pregnant women at the University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital, Enugu, Nigeria, were studied for their response to varied timing and spacing of tetanus toxoid administration. In patients who started immunization before the third trimester of pregnancy, the longer the interval between the two doses, the better the response. In contrast, when immunization was started in the third trimester, the longer the interval between the two injections, the poorer the response. In all cases, the presence of antitetanus antibodies at booking conferred better response. In addition, the titres of antibodies in all patients who responded continued to rise till delivery. The significance of these findings is discussed and recommendations made.